&éorgism Becomes Issue In Beloit
Mayor vs Manager Referendum

by Nadine Smnér, Beloit, W1

GroundSwell readers are aware
that the usually prompt GroundSwell
isa coupleofweekslate. GroundSwell
editor/publisherNadine Stonerhasbeen
really busy with chairing a Beloit
changeofgovernmentreferendum Com.

While Stoner avoided making her
other involvements part of the local
referendum process, the Beloiters for
Council-Manager Com. andthe League
of Women Voters of Beloitinjected that
early on. ]

When the Beloiters for Council-
Manager group met Feb. 11, Stoner

found out that among items distrib-
uted at their meeting were copies of a
download from the web page of Com-
mon Ground-USA. The printed-out
download included the following: Wel-
come to Common Ground-U.S.A.L
What's New at Common Ground-USA;
Message from the President of Com-
mon Ground-USA, Nadine W. Stoner;

Jan.-Feb. 1998 GroundSwell column

from Write On, “Petition to United
Methodist General Conference, 1996,
by Nadine Stoner.

Stonerthought toherself, ifthat is
theonly personalattack they can make
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on me, whatisthe problem?

When Wisconsin Prop-
erty Owners League-Beloit
(of which Stoner is presi-
dent) held theirannual City
Council and Scheol Board
candidates forum Feb. 28,
WPOLdeliberately avoided
asking candidates whether
they favored the status quo
of contracted City Manager
and at-large council or an
elected Mayor  and
aldermaniccouncil. The feel-
ing was that since Stoner
waspresident of WPOLand
since Stoner was chairing
the Mayor 2000 committee
(so named because of an or-
dinance phase-in sothatthe
mayor would be elected in
theyear 2000), the question
should not be asked.

However, the League of
Women Voters-Beloit inter-
jected the Georgist issue
again during the last week
before the April 7 referen-
dum. The Mayor 2000 com-
mitteeannounced ina Beloit
Daily News April 2 news
brief that “Mayor Group
Schedules Rally”, at which
U.W. Oshkosh Political Sci-
ence Professor dJames
Simmons would be guest
speaker. LWV-Beloitboard
member GretchenRoyfaxed
Prof Simmonson April3as
follows:

“] am faxing 8 total
pages to you. These are
newspaper clippings and
other info re the upcoming
referendumin Beloit.

« We feel that you should
be aware of the background
and potentialconsequences
ofthis referendum. We feel
thatyoumay notbeawareof
the numerous legal and ad-
ministrative and economic
problemswhichitposes. We
would like you to consider

the implications of the con-
nection between Beloif's
Mayor 2000 group and the

. Georgist Organization.
“One may be 2 mayoral.

governmentadvocatebutone
must be very wary of this
particularproposed govern-
mentbecause ofitsinherent

~ problems. One mustalsobe

cognizant of Beloit's situa-
tion. A big shake-up could
prove disastrous...” .

Faxed with the cover
letter was an unpublished
letter to the editor:

“In the Beloit Daily
News ‘Pioneers’ yearbook,
the article about the Wis-
consin Property Owners
League says they are net-
working with the Councilof
Gleorgist Organizations. The
Property Owners Leagueis
headed by Nadine Stoner,
who also heads the Mayor
2000 referendum commit-
tee. Charles Fietz is the
Vice President of both the
referendum committes and
the Property -Owners
League.

“The article also says
that the national Council of
Georgist- Organizations is
“concerned with land value
taxation matters’. It sounds
like they have done a lot of

‘work documentingland use

changes in Beloit, but not
boosting housing quality as
the title says. :

- “T have some questions:
Just what are the goals of
the national Council of
Georgist Organizations?
Where are they headquar-
tered? What other organi-

_zations are included under

their“umbrella group”? And
most importantofall—What
isthe relationship between
the Georgist Organizations
and the referendum com-
mittee?

“Tt seems to me there is
apoggibility that thegoalsof
the Georgist Organizations
mayberelated to the workof
the Mayor 2000 group, but
we don't know anything
aboutwhat those goalscould
be. Is it possible that the
referendum is more about
‘land value taxation mat-
ters than it is about the

council-manager formofgov- -

ernment? What is really
going on here? Jean Woertz
Jackson’ .

Stoner shrugged it off.
After all, they downloaded
information from the
Internet, so if they wanted
answers, all they had to do
was to pursue “Links we
Like”. Clearly Stoner was
not deing. anything secre-
tive, and Stonerhad avoided
interjecting into Mayor 2000
activities anything related
to her other activities.
~ The evening of Sat.,
April4, when Prof. Simmons
came to Beloit to speak, the
LWV-Beloit members stood
at the entrance to Beloit
Memorial High Schooel
(where the rally was held)
and distributed a half-sheet

hand-out, deriding Prof.

Simmons on one side of the

" half-sheet because ofhis pre- .

vious involvement in a
mayor referendum in
Oshkosh, and deriding
Stoner on the other side.
Attackon Stonerisreprinted
below:

“In the Beloit Daily
News ‘Pioneers’ yearbook,
the article about the Wis-
consin Property Owners
League (page 35) says that
they are networking with
the Council of Georgist Or-
ganizations. The Property
OwnersLeagueisheadedby
Nadine Stoner, who also
headsthe Mayor2000 refer-

endumcommitiee. Charles
Fietzisthe Vice Presidentof
both the referendum com-
mittee and the Property
OwnersLeague. _

“The ‘Pioneerg’ articly
saysthatthe national Cour:-
cilof Georgist Organizations
is“concerned withlandvalue
taxation matters.” Accord-
ing to their Web page, they
believein ‘an increase oflo-
caltaxesonland value with

‘acorresponding decrease of

taxeson buildings, improve-
ments, and other sources of

revenue.

“According to  the
Georgist Education Associa-
tion (GEA), the Georgist phi-
losophy is to eliminate in-
cometaxes, salestaxes, and
almost every tax except %
property tax on the market
valueofland —thesametag
foryourhouseasforthe gas
station nextdoor. (“Georgist
Economic Policy”, GEA)

“Shiftingall taxesto this
‘assessed land value’ taxig-
noresissuessuchasthe abil-
ity to pay and distinctions
between corporations and
home-owners.

“The Georgists intend
to cover thisloss of revenue
by abolishing most govern-
ment functions. They op-
pose all public assistance,
including unemployment,
welfare, Medicaid, and Medi-
care. They oppose using
government fundsfor publje
education, regulationofcom-
merce, and allpublichealth
other than epidemiccontrol.
(“Pattern for a Beiter
World.” GEA)

“With such strong link-
age in leadership between
the Mayor 2000 commitiee,
the Wisconsin Property
Owners League, and their
ties to the Georgist groups,
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wewonderhow the goals ofthe groups

"are velated. Is it possible that the
‘referendum is more about ‘land value

' taxation matters than it is about the
council-manager formofgovernment? -

 {(from a letter to the editor (unpub-
lished) submitted by Darrahand Paggy

. Chavey).” .

Stoner would h.ke to inform you,

- deay Yeaders, that this is the fourth -

: mayor-alderman referendum she has

" been-involved in since 1984, but her

" firsttime servmgasreferendumchan'-

. ‘man. The Georgistissue hasnot come

. up before, so it seems clearthat it was

~_launched this time to try to shake

+support for the reforandum. For the

. record, Mr. Fiotz is an appraiser who

- travels’ extensively and was not:ace

. tivelyinvolved inthe mayor-alderman

: 'refemndum -

© .. Inthe April 7 refemndum voting
the mayor-alderman referendum car-
ried inner city wards, but the upper
income southeast quadrantofthecity,

. which customarily elects the majority

\ ofthe at-large councilors, putthe man-
agerlat-laxge system over the top.

- If any reader knows who or what -

'f‘-‘"the Georgist Education Association is,

-Stonerwould like to know. (See edito-

.. ¥ial page for Stoner's address.) She

- ‘especially would like to know where
-GEA got the fabricated “information”

that Georgists propose to: abohsh gov- .

. ernment functions.
? (Stoner’s footnote: . The B.DN
Pioneers, article, captioned. “Property.
~Owners Group boosts Housing Qual-
ity,” refers lo: '
« At the national Council of
. Georgist Organizations level, WPOL
. shared with directors of the Robert
. Schalkenbach Foundation, based in
. New York Cily, the extensive assess-
menis research done by WPOLin 1989.
The CGO isanational umbrella group
of organizations concerned with land
value taxation maitters....” '
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