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George Miller, to my great sorrow, has died, but
leaves us this legacy: and what a legacy it is! This is more than
Miller's Masterpiece; it is one of the great Georgist documents
of all time. One might nominate it as THE greatest, out of hun-
dreds, but comparisons are odious, so suffice it to say
"masterpiece”. It is ours now, to use as Dr. Miller would have
wanted. Like Georpe's Progress and Poverty, it is both a call
to action and a cultural treasure,

George J. Miller, MD, FRCP, was Professor of Epi-
demmlogy at the University of London and a senior member
of the Medical Research Council, Wolfson Institute of Preven-
tive Medicine. He had a long-standing and activist interest in
Georgism, buttressed by prodigious research. In about 1996
he published an article on Georgist policy in The Lancet, alt-
hough this is otherwise a medical journal, probably the premier
one. This speaks to his infiuence with his peers, and their will-
ingness to be influenced.

The Policy Press of The University of Bristol special-
izes in the sociology of poverty, especially in Britain. Its focus
is comparable to that of The Urban Institute in Washington, D.
C. {where our own respected Walter Rybeck was for years the
Editor). It deals with poverty, social services, aging, delivering
medical care, family policy, "urban regeneration," weifare pro-
grams, immigrants, social insurance, workfare, public health,
the disabled, social exclusion, homelessness, begging, mental
health, housing, orphans, skills training, and so on. That is,
they come at poverty from the gritty end of direct contact and
direct action, somewhat like LBJ's "War on Poverty ". George
Miller speaks their language and knows their thoughts, but
redirects them to the root causes of poverty. He documents the
failure of "free" markets when encumbered by monopoly and
speculation in land, and by our counterproductive tax systems
that "shoot anything that moves", penalize people both for hir-
ing and working, and tax goods instead of bads. He also
scores the futility and failure of cosmetic welfare-statism that
treats symptoms with tokens and placebos. He clearly directs
readers to the unfair maldistribution of property, and to the
Georgist remedy.

We may assume that many medics genuinely want to
end poverty. We may also assume that some others develop a
vested interest in perpetuating the causes of poverty, so they
may continue their livelihoods, rich or modest, by meliorating
it without fully curing it. If there are as many of the first kind
as there are of the second, Miller is tapping a huge new clien-
tele for our message. The Robert Schalkenbach Foundation,
led at that time by Ted Gwartney, helped support the costs of
publication — and it is beautifully published, indeed.

The style is highly literate and readable, jargon-free,
cant-free, and crisp. It remains readable and absorbing, in spite
of its length and occasional discursiveness, because it is all
meat: fact upon fact upon fact, all made relevant to its central

theme. As Miller writes, ". . . the record of Rent and its role
in the Welfare State has all the richness of English history, a
richness 1 have sought to convey. " He has succeeded, with
appalling erudition and specifics that would shame Winston
Churchill. Besides being a good read, this is a major reference
work, and will be well-thumbed by scholars for generations to
come.

The MS is well organized overall, and also would
benefit by tying up some loose ends with introductions and
sumimaries, and adding a few more "signposts" to alert the
reader when a subject ends and a new one begins. The scholar-
ship is formidable, with hundreds of citations to both primary
and secondary sources. The coverage is broad and interdisci-
plinary, but all organized around a central theme that Miller
never lets his readers forget: private rent-taking divides society
into rich and poor, and the ill health and low productivity of the
poor is primarily the result of that. It deals with many cognate
topics: public health, sociology, history of land tenure, history
of taxation, economic theory, socio-biological theory, the wel-
fare state, housing, and the history of ideas. It treats every one
of those heavily, i. e. with great detail, research, and erudition.

Miller spices it throughout with telltale personal de-
tails of the persons involved, e. g. that Lord Rosebery's wife
was the former Hannah Rothschild, that Stafford Cripps was
nephew to Sydney Webb, and that Gladstone's fortune came
from his father's compensation for his slaves emancipated in
Jamaica and Guiana - money that he used to buy English land
he could use to live on the labor of others in a different way.
Such fascinating factoids and titillating tidbits would do justice
to a journalist keeping his readers awake, but they do not
cheapen Miller's product because they reinforce his point that
England's political leaders were bound up with the banking-
landowning-slaveowning-military classes, the universal comity
of property with a common interest in exploiting labor and
raising rents and undergirding land values. Miller makes Eng-
lish high society seem like one unifiad, extended conversation
among friends and relatives or, at worst, courteous adversaries
at cricket or polo.

He does not spare academic economists, and shows
how poorly they have been regarded by members of other pro-
fessions, and the general public: by everyone, that is, except
the rent-taking class who patronize and support them. He deals
with them one by one, showing remarkable familiarity with
their works, and deep understanding thereof. Here he is, for
example, on the subject of imputed rent.

"Rent represents not what is necessarily realized, but
the price the productive sector judges worth paying to gain the
economic advantages that make the site prime in quality. In
effect, the holder of a site kept in an unproductive state holds
an imputed Rent, for the landholder still possesses the ability to
enjoy the site (even if he neglects (continued on page 8)
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